Operational semantics of a focusing debugger  Karen L. Bernstein and Eugene W. Stark http://www.elsevier.nl/locate/entcs/volume1/bernstein by unknown
324 Abstracts ENTCS Vol. i/Theoretical Computer Science 152 (1995) 323-332 
that the meeting would not have found a venue on the Tulane campus, and her efforts extended as far as 
designing the cover of this volume, which is a template for the new EM%S series. 
The Organizers 
Dedication 
We dedicate this volume, the Proceedings of MFPS XI to John C. Reynolds on the occasion of his 60th 
birthday. During the meeting, special session devoted to work growing out of John’s seminal research was 
conducted, organized by Steve Brookes and Bob Tennent. Along with the participants in that session, the 
Organizers want to cite John for his exceptional research and the guiding hand with which he has led the 
development of so much of semantics research. 
E Alessi, P. Baldan, and G. Bell6 and J.J.M.M. Rutten 
Solutions of functorial and non-functoriul metric domain equations 
http://www.elsevier.nl/locate/entcs/volumel/alessi 
A new method for solving domain equations in categories of metric spaces is studied. The categories 
CMS= and KMSo are introduced, having complete and compact metric spaces as objects and s-adjoint 
pairs as arrows. The existence and uniqueness of fixed points for cettain endofunctors on these categories is 
established. The classes of complete and compact metric spaces are considered as pseudo-metric spaces, and 
it is shown how to solve domain equations in a non-categorical framework. 
Karen L. Bernstein and Eugene W. Stark 
Operational semantics of a focusing debugger 
http://www.elsevier.nl/locate/entcs/volumel/bernstein 
This paper explores two main ideas: ( 1) a debugger for a programming language ought to have a formal 
semantic definition that is closely allied to the formal definition of the language itself; and (2) a debugger 
for very high level programming language ought to provide support for exposing hidden information in a 
controlled fashion. We investigate these ideas by giving formal semantic definitions for a simple functional 
programming language and an associated debugger for the language. The formal definitions are accomplished 
using structured operational semantics, and they demonstrate one way in which the formal definition of a 
debugger might be built “on top of’ the formal definition of the underlying language. The debugger itself 
provides the novel capability of allowing the programmer to “focus” or shift the scope of attention in a 
syntax-directed fashion to a specific subexpression within the program, and to view the execution of the 
program from that vantage. The main formal result about the debugger is that “focusing preserves meaning,” 
in the sense that a program being debugged exhibits equivalent (bisimilar) operational behavior regardless of 
the subexpression to which the focus has been shifted. 
Gerard Boudol and Cosimo Laneve 
Termination, deadlock and divergence in the lambda-calculus with multiplicities 
http://wuw.elsevier.nl/locate/entcs/voluei/boudol 
The A-calculus with multiplicitie< is a refinement of the lazy A-calculus where the argument in an application 
comes with a multiplicity, which is an upper bound to the number of its uses. This introduces potential 
deadlocks in the evaluation. We study various observation scenarios for this calculus, depending on the way 
we observe termination, deadlock and divergence. We relate these observational semantics with the intensional 
interpretation of A-terms, by means of L&y-Long0 trees. We show in particular that the inclusion of such 
trees coincides with the “flat” observational semantics, where deadlocks and convergence are distinguished. 
